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Ambassador Georg Schmidt,
German Ambassador to the Republic of Korea

Congratulatory Message

It is with great respect that I extend my heartfelt congratulations to the
organizers and participants of this important event dedicated to highlighting
the situation of North Korean women who have successfully fled to South

Korea.

This event represents not only a space of dialogue but also a beacon of
solidarity and hope. The stories of these women are marked by
extraordinary courage. In leaving behind a society where freedom is
restricted, they faced perilous journeys, across dangerous borders, with the
constant threat of arrest, exploitation, or forced repatriation. Their
resilience in the face of hunger, isolation, and fear is nothing short of

inspiring.

Yet, even after arriving in South Korea, new challenges emerge: navigating
an unfamiliar society, overcoming cultural barriers, and rebuilding lives

while carrying deep psychological scars. Many continue to struggle for



economic security, education, and full acceptance in their new

communities.

This experience also speaks to the broader reality faced by women in
conflict and crisis worldwide. Too often, women bear the heaviest burdens
of insecurity, displacement, and marginalization. In this context, the
principles of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and
Security are highly relevant: they remind us of the essential role women
play in building peace, advancing human rights, and shaping inclusive
societies.

Your commitment to shining a light on these realities helps amplify their
voices and fosters greater understanding and compassion. May this event
inspire us to work together with even greater commitment to support the
dignity, rights, and empowerment of all women who seek freedom and a
future of their own choosing.

September 30th, 2025
Ambassador Georg Schmidt
German Ambassador to the Republic of Korea
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